
August 13, 2025 
Dear Retiree Members, 

We are saddened to inform you that our union sister, Phyllis Bolton, has passed. Her and her 
husband Deb Bolton (a past President of SEIU Local 503) worked with OSEA to move us from 
just being an employee association into OPEU and becoming a union. Phyllis and her husband 
were faithful attendees at all our Retiree Local 001 meetings and events before her health 
issues intervened. Many knew her and enjoyed her dedication to SEIU 503. Here is her 
obituary: 

 

Phyllis Lively Bolton died on July 31, 2025, at the age of 92. Born in Brainerd, Minnesota, she 
moved to Central Howell, Oregon at the age of nine. Phyllis graduated from Silverton High 
School and went on to take clerical and accounting classes at Pacific Lutheran. Her hobbies 
included needlework, reading, and jigsaw puzzles. She was an avid watcher of auto racing and 
sports, especially the Oregon State University Beavers. Phyllis worked for the State of Oregon 
as an accounting clerk for thirty-plus years and was an active member of SEIU. She and her 
husband Delbert attended union meetings long after they retired. Phyllis and Deb also enjoyed 
RV travels and socializing with friends they met as members of the Thousand Trails RV club. 
Phyllis was a lifelong Lutheran and her faith was very important to her. She donated regularly 
to the Backpack Buddies and other projects at Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in 
Salem. 

Phyllis was proceeded in death by her husband of 52 years Delbert, and her parents Harvey 
and Evangeline Lively. She is survived by her daughter Patti (Shaun), son Bruce (Kim); 
grandchildren: Amanda, Karly, Luke, Nick, and Shaun, along with four great-grandchildren, and 
a nephew Steve (Lori). 

In Solidarity, 

Executive Committee 
SEIU 503 Retirees Local 001  
 


